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AMY ROBERTS RELEASE PARTY

As | waiched Amy Roberts perform at the
release party for her latest CD “No Miracles
Today™, I felt as though | was in the company of
a friend. As she began to sing "New England
Girl”, joined by her band, it became obvious that
| was also in the presence of a gifted lvnicist and
song-crafter, who connected with her audience
through her honesty and openness, both in her
music and in her stage presence.

Amy was joined on stage by Joel Litwin
{drums), Dan White (bags and piano), Laurie
Miller {lead guitar), Lisa Millz {hack-up vocals
and shaker), and Alicia Healey (back-up vocals),
all of whom were polished musicians and per-
fectly in synch with Amy.  Bake's Place. lo-
cated in Issaquah, was a perfect venue as it was
intimate, warmly lit, and had a well-balanced
sound svstem. Usually hosting jazz perform-
ers, Bake's Place added a close and relaxed
mood 1o the performance.

Audience members were quickly put at case
by Amy's humor and patier with the band, Even
though the CD was only recently released. many
members of the audience were already able 1o
sing along with her

With a sound reminiscent of Liz Phair and
Lucinda Williams, Amy s music is accessible to
a vanety of music lovers. Although previously
released as & solo musician, having a full back-
up band has not changed her style ¢r her craft,
She is conscious 1o not ship into sacrificing the
complexity of the music for the sake of added
instrumentation. Much of Amy’s listen-ability
comes from the fact that she is continuously
aware of the deeper story, and says she sinves
to “get as close to the truth as [ can without wril.
ing a novel” in a way that is “not platinede, not
cliché, [but is] real and immediate”™.

Singer-songwriter Val Delessio after inter-
mission joined Amy Roberts, and Amv ended
her set with a humorous sing-along about her
cat, "Floyd"”. When the crowd called for an en-
core, Amy stepped back on stage and sang an
acappella rendition of Joni Mitchell's “A Case
of You", demonstrating her musical range and
diverse talents.

Amy has been reviewed by the Seaitle P-I,
the Seattle Gay News, and a variety of radio sta-
tions, and her latest CD “No More Miracles™ is

Dejah Pattersan

only gaining even more momentum in her ca-
reer as a song-writer. When asked if another
L could be expected, she answered that she
had already began writing more songs, keeping
in mind her oné and ultimate goal in sengwriting:
“To make every song better than the last one”.
If that’s the case, 1 think we can expect mare
wonderful music from this talented and engag-
ing woman. Amy Robent's CD is casily avail.
able from CD Baby, I-Tunes, special orders at
record shops, and through Amy herself, at

Info: Dejak iz a local singer-songwriter and
Writer ke can be comiacred ar

dieh_patterson@yahon com.
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A legendary master shares his “Legacy™
with taday’s consummare, Grammy
awand w'||1r|.i:||g £y reller.
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Engaging Harp 46
Play Holiday Benefit

Concert for homeless families

by Mike Buchman |

With the lvrical harp plaving of April 1
floatimi a3 workd Byt thvihim section neagd ool
by brathers Pncids Ve ibqec) and Micleg Vepga
(dpembel, Harp 46 plavs unssse. thoughiiul and
uplifing mosie On Saturday December 14 Hamp
L will perform a benefit concen 1o help lomeless
Farmilees served by the Fremomd Public Association
The congert i3 at 7:30 p.m. a1 Fremont Baptist
Chaerch, 717 N 36" Sireet. Suggested donation 15
5510 520

The first thinge vou nodice abom Hiom Jd6 s
the unusual musical envirenment in which thes
place Stace™s Celtic Hamp, Possdo arad Nosclea Yoy
each bring a tremendons weealth of musecal exmse-
rence o Harp 46, providine an encrectie, ver

e L Srace™s mweloabe mynimalise
nlwise  Bath have plaved and recorded in jazz
guopel, pop and other penres: Noclen has writien
an instruction book that Mel Bay Publishing wall
release next vear called “Understanding Groowe™

Stace has been playving the hamp sivee she was
seven years old, professionally since she was 12
Irn her teens, she branched away from ghe
ifstnsmeent’s classical repertoine and began cxplor-
ing jaze, Celtie and even rock and roll. alwavs
clearly in love with her insimmen

"I saw & |'Iill‘|'-' for thee first fimse wlhen | woas
three o four years obd. 1 loved the keok and the
soand amd the way the worman s fingers soomed o
dance on the sIMnEs, I still mesmicraeed when |
see olher people playing i1, Stioc <and

After forging their instmomental sound over
the past few vears in the Balimore - Washington
area, the memibers of Harp 4e selocated o Seattle
this past suenmer Chir fg e s intluenoe 15 alnemsly
coming through in their music, with titles like
“Rainier” and “When 11 Raiving” on theie resently
released, self-rinled O

D music ¢omes from everyday experi-
cmces, * Mace said  “Since it's all nstrumental
thiis is soamietimies hard for people (o put their mnds
around, bui it really st fows out of the motions
and experiences that plague and'or ennch human
life.

“We play music with the idea of bringing all
of our stonies together, and with the ideq that we
will bring poople wopether. Wee like socializing wiier
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